Circulating immune complexes in cervical cancer patients as detected by C1q binding.
In a retrospective study in women with cervical cancer, circulating immune complex levels were measured by radioimmunoprecipitation with 125I-C1q. Sera from 46 patients with cervical cancer and 35 normal controls were examined. Significantly higher levels of immune complexes were detected in cancer patients compared with controls. Mean value of binding capacity in patients was 49.8%, and by contrast, in the controls was 27.4% (two-tail test = 0). Increases in tumor mass were associated with high levels of circulating immune complexes. The presence of immune complexes in circulation statistically correlated with disease activity, however, the assay used still had limited value for diagnosis or aiding in therapeutic decisions. Nevertheless, the future holds promise for such uses.